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Amendments to the Claims : 

Please amend the claims of the application as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of optimizing a route plan having a plurality of routes 
within a service territory, comprising: 

dividing said service territory into a plurality of unassigned cells, wherein a subset 
of said plurality of unassigned cells is associated with a grid segment; 

identifying from among a staff of drivers a most frequent driver for the grid 
segment based upon a grid segment visiting frequency calculated for said grid segment 
and each of said drivers during a reference period, 

wherein said grid segment visiting frequency represents a comparison 

between a number of stops in said grid segment by said driver during said 

reference period and a total number of stops by said staff of driv e rs driver during 

said reference period; 

establishing a minimum grid segment visiting frequency limit; and 

classifying said subset of said plurality of unassigned cells associated with said 
grid segment as a core cell; 

-and assigning each said core cell to said identified most frequent driver, if said 
grid segment visiting frequency calculated for said cell and said most frequent driver is 
greater than said minimum grid segment visiting frequency limit, 

wherein said classification classifying and assignment assigning optimizes said 
route plan by having each one of said plurality of routes with stops in a cell classified as a 
core cell served by said most frequent driver that is most familiar with each core cell that 
comprises said one of said plurality of routes. 
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2. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

storing computer-executable instructions for performing said steps on a computer- 
readable medium; and 

executing said instructions. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said territory further comprises a hub, and 
wherein said step of dividing said service territory further comprises: 

classifying one or more of said unassigned cells as a flex zone cell, based upon a 
proximity factor relating each of said unassigned cells to said hub, wherein said 
proximity factor comprises at least a distance element. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein said proximity factor further comprises a 
time element. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

classifying at least onejemaining unassigned cell as a daily cell; 

selecting a nearby route from said plurality of routes based upon a proximity 
factor relating each of said plurality of routes to said daily cell, wherein said proximity 
factor comprises at least a distance element and a time element; and 

assigning said daily cell to said nearby route. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said step of identifying further 
comprises: 

maintaining a record of one or more actual daily routes driven by a corresponding 
number of drivers during a the reference period, said record including for each day in said 
reference period a route identifier, a driver identifier, a number of total stops, and a cell 
stop counter; 

calculating a daily cell visit frequency for each of said drivers, for each of said 
one or more actual daily routes, by comparing said cell stop counter to said number of 
total stops; and 

calculating an average cell visit frequency for said reference period, for each of 
said drivers, for each of said one or more actual daily routes, by averaging said daily cell 
visit frequencies over said reference period. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

storing computer-executable instructions for performing said steps on a computer- 
readable medium; and 

executing said instructions. 

9 - 30. (Cancelled) 
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3 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of optimizing a route plan having a plurality of 
routes within a service territory having unassigned cells , comprising: 

dividing said service territory into a plurality of grid segments, wherein a subset 
of said unassigned cells is associated with a grid segment; 

identifying from among a staff of drivers a most frequent driver for the grid 
segment based upon a grid segment visiting frequency calculated for said and each of 
said drivers during a reference period, 

wherein said grid segment visiting frequency represents a comparison 

between a number of stops in said grid segment by said driver during said 

reference period and a total number of stops by said staff of drivers driver during 

said reference period; 

establishing a minimum grid segment visiting frequency limit; and 

classifying said cells contained within said grid segment as a core cell; 

aad-assigning each said core cell to said identified most frequent driver, if said 
grid segment visiting frequency calculated for said corresponding grid segment and said 
most frequent driver is greater than said minimum grid cell visiting frequency limit, 

wherein said classification classifying and assignment assigning optimizes said 
route plan by having each one of said plurality of routes with stops in a cell classified as a 
core cell served by said most frequent driver that is most familiar with each core cell that 
comprises said one of said plurality of routes. 
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32. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 31, wherein said step of identifying 
further comprises: 

maintaining a record of one or more actual daily routes driven by a corresponding 
number of drivers during a the reference period, said record including for each day in said 
reference period a route identifier, a driver identifier, a number of total stops, and a grid 
stop counter; 

calculating a daily grid segment visit frequency for each of said drivers, for each 
of said one or more actual daily routes, by comparing said grid stop counter to said 
number of total stops; and 

calculating an average grid segment visit frequency for said reference period, for 
each of said drivers, for each of said one or more actual daily routes, by averaging said 
daily grid segment visit frequencies over said reference period. 
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